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                                                            Cyngor Cymuned 

Rhigos 

Community Council 

  Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Rhigos Community council  

Held at Rhigos Community Centre 

Monday 11 November 2024 at 6:45 

   

Present:  -  

Cllrs-, M.G. Evans, C Hopes, M Smith, H Wagner, E Thomas, Owain Morgan, A Tobin, D 

Burford  

County Cllr- K Morgan  

Clerk - Alison Williams  

Apologies:  - 

Cllrs – P Oliver,  

County Cllr- A Rogers 

                   

Ask a question by a member of the public 

A resident attended to observe the meeting but did not want to ask a question.  

Declaration of interest 

Cllr Evans and Cllr Morgan declared an interest in the planning notice for Cefn Farm. 

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Council held Monday 14th October 2024 

 

It was resolved to confirm the minutes. 

 

2024/84 Matters Arising 

 

a. Cllr Evans discussed the signage issue, brought by residents, at a meeting with Future 

Valleys on Thursday 17th October. An email today informed her that the signage would not 

be changed. 

b. Martin Gallimore of Future Valleys Wales has confirmed that the land at Rhigos 

roundabout would not be returned to the Community. The Clerk and Cllr Evans have been in 

touch with the land agent. He is in discussion with the Welsh Assembly Valuation Officer 

about the compulsory purchase compensation, but he was not hopeful it would be a great 

amount.as they are adamant it is agricultural land only. 

c. Resident has removed the old fencing from the allotment as requested but other rubbish 

remains that has been left by others using the allotments. 

d. RCT Council have said that there will be no more subsidence work undertaken at the 

junction of the main road and Heol y Graig , either on the pavement or the road but they 

have no removed the orange tape .It was not only a matter of the subsidence of the land but 
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that it was going into the culvert and there is also a fallen tree. County Cllr Morgan will 

contact RCT Highways about this matter. 

e. Welsh water has responded to the request to renew the water main pipe. They have said 

that it is not a risk to public health and they will not be replacing but will continue to repair. 

f. County Cllr Morgan has had further conversations with RCT about Parish Road. Part of the 

conditions were that it be restored .the Highways Officer is not happy to open it in the current 

condition and this is why NPT have asked a barrister to look at it .Did this mean reopening to 

vehicles .If so it will need to be put back in  a way that it safe to use. Regardless of this, at 

this time, highways would not allow vehicle access as it is not safe in its current state. RCT 

are waiting for a response from NPT and all the conditions are actually covered by 

Carmarthenshire County Council as they are responsible for Minerals. An e-mail has been 

sent to NPT from RCT and a reminder will be sent imminently. The Clerk has also sent a 

Freedom of Information request to NPT and is awaiting a response. It was anticipated by all 

involved at the time that the road would be restored as a vehicle access to Cwmgwrach. 

In the meantime, it needs cutting back as it is slippery and the hedges and trees need cutting 

back at the junction as they are interfering with the vison splay. 

 
2024/85 Planning Applications 

 

a. There is an environmental impact survey for a battery storage facility at Cefn Farm but no 

documents are available online. Therefore, Council will revisit this when more information is 

available. 

b. The wrong field has been marked on the pre planning application for the area at Tan y 

Bryn and it should show in the field below. The Clerk has informed the resident in the 

adjacent property who they need to write to noting their objections. 

 

2024/86 County Borough Council matters  

Previous items listed below have not been addressed since the last Community Council 

Meeting 

a. The grass has not been cut under the seats. A better job has been undertaken of the 

grass but the grass under the seats and around the signs need to be cut. 

b. The road needs to be looked at again as the potholes are dreadful. Mount Road is really 

bad. 

c. The gully at Heol Pendarren is full of moss and needs cleaning. RCT have been contacted 

but it has not been done.  

d. There are weeds opposite the school on the paths and around the wooden barrier, so 

people must walk on the road. The ditch also needs cleaning. 

e. The bus stop opposite 1 and 2 Heol y Graig is covered in brambles. 

f. The bottle bank at the club was removed and needs to be put back. They have asked on 

numerous occasions to no avail. There are bottles all over the car park. 

g. The footpath from Heol y Graig to Halt Road needs clearing as does the footpath from 

Heol y Graig towards Hirwaun and the roundabout to the main road.  

h. There are three lights in the village permanently not working. These are at No 54 opposite 

Min Afon, outside 3 Cwm Hwnt one just past the chapel on the right no 45 and one outside 3 

Cwm Hwnt. 

i.The trees on the way to the New Inn past the cemetery are overhanging the footpath to the 

road.  

j. The speed reduction on Mount Road was part of the planning conditions for the motorbike 

track and this has not been complied with. Walters paid the money to have it reduced. There 
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is no pavement at some points and it is very dangerous. They have not looked at the full 

picture. The bikes go right through the bridle path and they have not complied with their 

planning conditions. These conditions should have been met before the bikes starting using 

the track. There was also a fence that had to be relocated and the cost of reducing the 

speed limit to 30MPH.Four years later and the conditions have not been met. They are also 

using the track midweek which was not agreed. Cllr Evans to send planning conditions re 

Bike track to County Cllr Morgan. 

k. The trees need cutting back at the bottom of Parish Road. And there are also firs that 

need cutting back. 

l. The hedges at Walters do not have enough vision splay and needs cutting back. 

m.The drains on the main road need cleaning. There is grass growing out of them. 

n. The footpaths from Tower to Aberdare need cleaning. 

o. A litter pick is needed around the village, at Cwm Hwnt and on Glynneath bank.  

p. When they cut the trees back last year on the Glynneath bank they left the trees where 

they were felled and now there are patches and the old branches still there. 

q. There are still issues about the weight of the black bags for collection.  

r. Opposite 1 and 2 Heol y Graig the footpath cut up to Halt Road is now only 6 inches wide. 

The same on the main road and from the cemetery to Pennant bungalow. Opposite Plas 

Newydd is getting narrower and narrower. 

 

It was resolved that the following additional matters be passed on to County 

Councillors Rogers and Morgan for their attention. 

 

a. The pavements are overgrown with grass and moss and getting narrower and narrower 

where it is encroaching. This is particularly bad from the junction into the village and up to 

Pennant bungalow. Opposite the Community Centre. The bridle path up to the Reservoir is 

also covered. The pavements at Heol Esgyn back to the junction are covered in chippings 

and moss and need to be cleaned. 

b. A litter pick is needed at the top of the Glynneath bank and Treherbert roundabout to Heol 

Y Graig on both sides of the road. 

c. The bins at the end of Mount Road and Heol Y Graig are full and people are putting carrier 

bags full of rubbish in them. 

d. The post of the sign at the top of the Glynneath bank has been bent. 

e. There are large potholes in the road opposite the Childrens residential home and drivers 

cannot see them. The measure should be the width as well as the depth. 

f. There are new seats in Hirwaun and Penderyn. Why not Rhigos? 

g. Some rights of way and bridleways have had new signs and others have not and CCllr 

Morgan will look into this with RCT Countryside and Rights of Way. 

 

 

2024/87 Rhigos Cemetery      

a. Cllr Morgan will meet with Cllr Evans and the Clerk to update the cemetery map as soon 

as possible. 

b. A calf managed to get through the cemetery fence and got impaled on the fence trying to 

get out. The farmer has temporality mended the hole, but the fence needs to be repaired 

properly,and Cllr Morgan will obtain a quote for stock fencing. Clerk to obtain a quote for 

metal fencing. 

 

2024/88 Correspondence  
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a. All email correspondence was received. 

2024/89 Rhigos Allotments 

a. All future correspondence to residents to be sent by letter rather than email. 

2024/90 Accounts 

 

a. Balances and payments for 31 October 2024  

 

Income  

Interest                             £68.04 

Loyalty reward                  £ 0.84   

Premises rental             £ 150.00 

Cemetery                       £850.00 

 National Grid                 £200.00 

Field rent Davies            £100.00 

Transfer from Field      £1,882.32 

account (G. Jones) 

 

Outgoings 

Bank charges                 £13.60 

British Gas                     £53.20 

Council Tax                  £242.00 

Cemetery Alan             £450.00  

Cemetery gates            £240.00 

Field Rental Miles       £1000.00 to Field account 

Keys  and locks              £37.97 

Plants and bulbs            £15.00 

Wages                          £384.61 

Tax                                 £96.06 

Trade waste                  £96.70 

Telephone                     £168.17 

Website                            £6.00 

Account Balances at 31 October 2024  

Bank                          £32,110.04 
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Croesffordd                £15,446.95 

Field account             £17,379.67 

Pay Award 2024-2025 

Council resolved to pay the new NALC pay award rates to Clerk and Caretaker backdated to 

April.   

2024/91 Member’s Verbal Reports 

None to add. 

 

2024/92 Any Other Business 

a. Cllr Evans has requested a Christmas tree and Future valleys will provide one this year 

but this will be the last. They will put it in place at the end of November. 

b. Rhigos Mountain will reopen after 22nd November which is the contractual end date. 

c. Mike Brain Energy Surveyor will visit the Community Centre on Friday 15 th November 

and meet with Cllr Evans and Cllr Smith. Clerk to send recent energy bills to Mike. 

d. It was noted that the field that has been rented to GM for grazing has seen a 

transformation and a lot of money has been spent. All credit to them it is looking really 

good. 

e. Council resolved to ask that the electrician to update the emergency lighting on exit 

doors when next he visits.  

f. Cllr Thomas has been in contact with Sian Davies NHS and is now Guardian for the 

defibrillator.  

g. The church would like to undertake some painting in the community centre particularly 

around the damp area. Council resolved to agree this and to credit them with a weeks 

booking fee as they are providing the paint. 

h. Council resolved to accept the application for Community Councillor and co-opt Sarah 

Oliver onto the Community Council. 

i. Winter hardship funds are available and the Clerk will apply. 

j. The Precept will be discussed at the next meeting and the Clerk will bring any              

relevant figures. 

k. No contact with Enviromena regarding the |Community fund and the Clerk will e-mail 

them again. 

l. Clerk to update Gas contract and BT Wifi contract. 

 

Date of next meeting 

 

Monday 9th December 2024 at 6:45pm at the Community Centre. 

 

Signed                                                                                                   Date 

Councillor Mairwen Evans 


